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wish (0 have rejose® articles returned
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atoga Salvation Again.
sion which is to start the
the spring water businesy at
m y begun to face
e Already in the valu-
ped upon their property by the
only two springs the total ap-
: fion made by the State Legisla-
! i approved by the Governor is
hausged. B¢ hundred thousand dol-
for two springs, and Saratoga has
B scord to sell-—here is a pretty prob-
{ Jém, a niss question to decide upon the
favored sepgings which shall be pur-
) haps this problem could
Tt 80 the Hon, EDGAR TRUMAN
BTY for wise solution, Seriously,
bwever, if there were needed any
demonstration, any ultimate proof of
folly of the whole proposition, it is
4§ in this latest development. Saratoga
. 8 to be sivéd by a State bond issue of
00,000, and instantly the valuation of
property tobe saved is increased by
pe and hounds. * Every spring owner
sager to sell, so eager that he increases
price, &nd the tax payer of the State

famade theiimate viotim of ths nex-
- Plicah of Executive generosity.
. Plainly not$600,000, but $8,000,000 will
§ ry to save Saratoga; that iy,
At Saratogg’s own valuation.
. Fortun before any money can
spent bonds must be issued, must
sold. We have already indicated
convigtion, which has never been
ted, that the law authorizing this
was Unoonstitutional. We venture
prediot that when the bonds are placed
the market a taxpayer's suit will
forthcoming to test the validity of
law, and the value of these bonds
be temporarily if not permanently
4 In the meantime a return
10 reason and & régime of necessary and
'k old fashioned economy in State finances
‘# may bring with it the repeal of one of
~ the mogt.inglefensible of recent laws.
_§ . Tosuchadesirable outcome this latest
_ pxhibition of local greed will doubtless

One Ray of Hope.

The excellent old Picayune of New
gets right out with the peli-
and screams. A blow of deadly
has been struck at New Orleans
incidentally at the whole Missis-
- 8] Valley by a dastard and delin-
. quent Administration:

. " The capture of New Orleans in the early part
| 81 the war between the North and South was the
serious blow that could be struck at the
y. federacy. because It meant not onfy the loss
'. “4“. South's metropolis and gieatest seaport,
§ |1
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gAve o the enemy control of the Mississippl
. by which the South was irrecoverably
into two paris, destroylog all conaections
e
*To day: Hew Oricans s no safer from the
of & foreign foe, so far as preparations
a physical defence haye been made, (han 1t
in 1842, the'differencey i shlps and armaments
taken into consideralion, and the main
desoe would have to be in such resistance
our limited navy could make, supplemented
torpedoes plaated In the river.
% What was accomplished in the capture of this
_ ety may be just ad caslly done again, and ref
grence to those passa ges of past history has been
Buggested by the expressed intention of our
. @overnment to leave New Orleans In its present
& snprotected situation, and to close and dismantie
- & the paval station 1hat has been established here,
' and, 8o far as is known, ta abandon this great
#ea gate of the vast and rich heart of our eonti-
fent Lo such fate as may chance 1o befail it.”

. Of course the army branch of the
Government, which has charge of the
land defences on the lower Mississippi
River, does not share this gloomy view.
Our ordnance and artillery special-
ists have had the forts below the city

:
,
:
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in charge for some years and they’

 think that the vast territory drained
. by the Mississippi's tributaries would
" be aafe inithe event of A war
with #ny great Furopean Power, no
. matter: how prodigious its resources.
4 ﬂnﬁwever, is not the point at all.

& The t is that the various commercial
. and cial bodies of New Orleans, in-

. eluding .tha Progressive Unjon, are
’ "lw and have formu-
n ¥ against the pro-
doringent’ of the Mississippi
deVouring foreign hordes. It is
y . eloquent. document, too, re-
to the early completion of the
Canal, the deep water en-
to the river and a throbbing
ion of more than fifty millions
‘aloud for protection against
and licentious foe. Other
from New Orleans to 8t. Paul
Hickman to Pittsburg, will
join the chorus at an early
the thunder thereof will make
shiver in its shoes.

All is needed to dispel these
thecihg terrors is a completion of the
:«: pation ai Now Orleans and the

t of a few thousand skilled

with nothing in particular to
busy!

yune goes on to say:

¢ abandonmept by the national

Qoverament of ny deferce of New Orleans ia
* ' gob merely & stroke at (his city, but what is &
L far more sefous métter, It Is a ‘deadly blow at

-
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undertake (o treal with syeh comtempt and In-
difference the millions of the American people
who live and have their homes and their enor-
mous interests lo this grand valiey.”

We should not despair, however, if
we dwelt in the Mississippi Valley,
especially at some snug little place like
Omaha or Mioneapolis. Santiago de
Cuba was defended only by two or three
six inch rifles and a few old seventeenth
century smooth bores in the Morro
Castle, and yet it endured some weeks
of bombardment by BAMPSON'S entire
fleet in 1808 and seemed none the worse
for it after the army had captured the
city. We do not expect this reminis-
cence to allay the panic which has
seized upon “the commercial and finan-
cial bodies, " neither is it likely that New
Orleans will take any reassurance from
the thought that the defences of the
river are in the hands of United States
Army men who probably know as much
about their own business as the Progres-
sive Union does; but we think we may
with reason look forward to at least
one beneficent result of all this bran.
dishing of bugaboos.

Certainly, if the Government has cal-
lously abandoned the entire valley to
the invasicn of f janissaries we
need not spend that $50,000,000 a
year ‘o deepen the waterways and
thereby expedite their work of rapine
and destruction. The politicians and
the newspapers ean look after this and
the army will do the rest.

The Low Combed Rooster,

The Low Combed Rooster of Arkansas
is said to have told some of the Wash-
ington reporters the other day that his
tariff speech in the Senate would, “in
the language of the Seriptures, make
the galled jade wince.” This derange-
ment of quotations may be an invention
of the ememy. The Low Collared
statesman is not only a jest himself
but the eause of jesting in other men.
One distinetion, however, malice itself
cannot deny to him. He can empty
the Senate chamber more quickly than
any other” Senator. He proved this
again Saturday. And yet his speech
was amusing enough, though we miss
something of the old epithets and con-
niptions. It is addiewsed ‘to Arkansas,
to “the plain people,” who, it seems,
have a Gop of their own:

* The Gob of the plain people of this country bas
decreed that he [Dollar Bris) shall not be Presi-
dentof the United States.”

Mr. BRYAN doesn’t regard this decree
as final. In his opinion it is merely
interlocutory. . Senator DAvis sweetens
the prohibition by saying that Mr,
BrYaN “will never circumscribe the
field of his usefulness, the fleld of his
eternal greatness, by accepting a seat
in the Upited States Senate.” It is a
fact that Chautaugua is more than
liberally represented in that body al-
ready. But let us catoch some native
strokes, some bits of Arkansas genre,
in this Jeffersonian orator. “High ool-
lared lawyers” and “colossal fortunes”
we can find anywhere, but nobody save
Bos TayrLor—and in the Benate he is
nobody—can make political economy
tune up or shake a leg in this fashion:

“1 used to think the prettiest sight | ever saw in
my life was sight Jards of ealico, a good Nddie,
a punchean Soer, a pretly Southern girl and &
country dance; but I never imagined, Mr. Presl-
dont, that we ware paylag 38 in taxes for the
clght yards of calice worn by our partners. nder
the present law 4 tax of § cents per square yard
Is layl, or 38 In tazes upon $13 worth of cotton
goods.”

It is “the vote of the nigger” in Illi-
nois, Ohio and Indiana, the Low Col-
lared persuades himself, that keeps the
Caucasian race out of power, for the
majority of the white men are Demo-
ecrats. What are the Republicans doing
for these sons of Ham?

“Under the present bill, sir, fAfty yards of
cotton checks—that is a thing that every little
nigger in the South has to wear. A cotten check
slip Is the first thing that a nigger kid wears
want to tell Republican Senators what they are
dolng for nigger kids--fifty yards of cotton
checks, costing 17 cents per yard, worth $4.50,
pald a tax of 31,95, but under the present law a
duty of 8 cents a squage yard Is lald, & tax of 8¢
on $4.50 worth of yoods. Tell me, sir, that this
is equality, that this Is justice! Go before the
American people in the next campaign and tell
them that you foreed a revision of the tariff up
ward, They will dodge from you, Mr. President,
like a blind goose in a bhack alley that hears a
hizsing nolse, or an old mule who has been hit 100
freqrently over the head with a bridle”

Or like a certain former Governor of
Arkansas dodging a licking or ready
to plump into the Arkansas River if
Attorney-General ROGFRS pointed a
lighted corncob pipe at him.

See how the necessaries of the plain
people are taxed, the common, everyday
stockings worn by the “common every-
day folk,” the cheap woollen hats of
men and boys, the “wool hats” of Ar-
kansas, Georgia aond elsewhere; the
“cheap looking glass hanging on the
back porch, where the farmer washes
his face at his return to his humble
meal.”
query the cheap looking glass. Are
there none of those *“Colonial” looking
glasses left in the South? We have
known a farmer in the North, returning
to his humble meal, ask most ungodly
prices for some of these rudely pictured
and carved glasses, and invent for them
a pedigree that would have made the
Heralds' College seek relief in drink.
But we bleed again at “the old man's
fiddle” (Bos TAYLOR again) “that has
so often brought peace and happiness
around the fireside at eventide”; there
is a tax on that, Last, most and worst
of all, there is or is to be a tax of 75 cents
on the family Bible. This is the tax
the low collared Caucasians of Arkansas
will never pay. As for the free list, it
sets the orator to ejaculating ‘My Gop!”
in the approved and ancient way:

“ Instead of cheap shoes and fres leather we are
given Ipecac and rags. WMy Gopo, Mr, President,

We bleed at the picture, butl

umnn-.mw
posed by ﬂ“hm
gence of ihe American people. for s
mament. I call upon ihe members of the commitice
who are present to point out to me one ltem of
everyday consumption, of necessity. of general
uthlity, that Is put upon the free list by thisbilt, |
pause for an answer. Oh, Mr, President, echo
snswers! Apatite—| do not reckon It Is the old
appetite that we all carry around with us; | do not
know —is on the free list: catgut, dried blood, ashes,
scorns, persimmons. Why do you not put ‘Billy
Possum’ on the free list and help out your per-
simmon schedule, and make cheap possums for
the White House emblem? My Gop, Mr. Presi-
dent, did you ever hear of such a free list? Free,
free, iree, Just like the Gospel of the Jowly Naza-
rene-~free 10 the poor In all countries and all
climes.”

We can't understand why Mr. Davis
empties the Senate chamber so thor-
oughly. He is really good, entertain-
ing, low collared vaudeville.

The Imprisoned Pollceman,

Undoubtedly the policeman now in
the Kings county jail for contempt of
court has the sympathy of all the other
policemen in town, and he himself seems
to be very much surprised to learn that
his commitment means a real and not
a purely nominal punishment. In his
belief that he was to be a civil prisoner
he betrayed his utter lack of compre-
hension of the sgeriousness of his offence
and the severity with which a man
guiity of such a contemptshould be pun-
ished. It is almost inconceivable, yet
it ia a fact, that the police have so long
been a law unto themselves and the
entire population that many of them be-
lieve honestly that they are above all
legal restraint,

It is discouraging to learn that among
men able to read and write, men who
have passed an examination as to their
fitness to serve as peace officers, such
an opinion should obtain. Yet there
is little doubt that there are hundreds
of policemen who, certainly before the
conviction and punishment of this man,
would have acted substantially as he did
under the circumstances, and it is a
revelation of this state of mind'that even
after his prosecution and the elaborate
explanation made by the Justice by
whom he was sentenced he did not un-
derstand the enormity of his transgres-
sion until he was actually put in a cell, if
he does now.

That the refinements and intricate
technicalities of the law should puzzle
the laynian is not surprising. But the
writ of habeas corpus is not a refinement
or intricate technicality, nor is the sol-
emn command of a court a thing re-
quiring high intellectual attainments to
comprehend. A jail sentence is a seri-
ous experience and may teach not only
the man who endures it but his asso-
ciates something of importance they
have never learned or have forgotten.

Harmonlous Music Teachers.

The music teachers are meeting again
in New York and their proceedings are
likely to be accompanied with the usual
harmony that marks these annual gath-
erings. This mood is not, however, char-
acteristic of all councils of these peda-
gogues, It was during the last year, if
we remember correctly, that the profes-
sors who had united to maintain the
highest principles of bel canto found it im-
possible to agree. They could not get so
far as to settle what the true principles
of their art are. Every member had his
own ideas as to the best methods of
cultivating the talents of pupals; so this
association which was to accomplish
so much for the correct principles in
the art of song went to pieces, and
every separate piece felt oconvind i
that in it alone resided the true theo-
ries of teaching.

Perhaps if all the teachers who have
come to the city from nearly every town
in the State were professors of vocal
art there would not be the same harmony
among the delegates. They seema to
the lay mind more disputatious than
their colleagues, more exigent as to
their own infallibility, less tolerant of
possible virtue in other schools. All
branches of m .:.-al instruction are
represented @&t the meeting, and
pianists, violinists and other instru-

mental instructors as well as teachers |

of choral singing in the schools take
part in the deliberations. The peda-
gogues in bel canto are not able to have

statement: “It is hard to find &
like this where you cannot find
He means, of course, a coal shed.
have said earlier. that Riverside
this town supplied such a place—that
Plymouth Rock once established here,
under the safe care of a New York Park
Commissioner, neither commerce nor
trade, neither the desire for gain nor
the itching palm of profit would ap-
proach or abut it—that to all unborn
generations, as safe as CLBOPATRA'S
needle in Central Park, it would remain
unmolested and unpo'luted.

“I do not see anything wrong with
the surroundings of Plymouth Rock,
and I have been by it twice to-day,”
says Mr. LOorRp. We feared it was thus.
The citizen of Illinois, two subjects of
alien princes, they from three widely
varyving points of view alike and equally
felt the horror of the present posture
of Plymouth Rock. Remote in sympa-
thies and sentiment to them all there
came the press of protest. But the
resident of Plymouth, the Pilgrim in
whose veins the blood of the Fathers
flows—he passes it twice in one day and
is deaf and blind to the compelling
emotions of the place.

Plymouth Rock will be restored. We
have said it and we repeat it, but it is
testimony such as Mr. LORD'S that leads
us reluctantly to the conclusion that the
first step in restoration must be rescue,
that the historic stone must first be torn
from the trade stained hands of its
present commerce corrupted guardians
before the real restoration' can begin.
Perhaps, moreover, such rescueshould
be prompt—before those Pilgrims who
are “improving the property all the
time” should find in the allure of some
dividend provoking “improvement”
some pretext for the final obliteration
of Plymouth Rock,

The position in which the New York
Times has been left by the aoquittal of
BRANDENZURG requires more or less ex-
planation in order to be understood
olearly, but it seems to us on the whole
to be a proper subject for congratulation.
Of the absolute good faith of the Times
in accepting and publishing as authentic
this important fabrication there has never
been the least doubt in any candid mind.
The real questions were as to the reason-
ableness of our contemporary's belief
that it was buying and printing a genuine
article, and s-cond'y as to ita behavior
after it became evident (or probable) that
the article was not what the Times be-
lieved it to be at the time of publication.
The effect of the Brandenburg trial is to
confirm the Timess statement that it
thought it had from one of the execu-
tors of Mr. CLEVELAND'S estate sufficient
guaranty of the genuineness of the doou-
ment, and that it would never have bought
the article of the vender without such
supposed attestation by Mr. HastINGR.
This is a somewhat delicaté matter, lying
principally between the newspaper and
the executor. Whatever may be said of
the initial error, only one thing can be
said or, thought of the correctness of the
Times's subsequent course and of its
attitude toward the public and the truth.
It oalled in the police. It called in the
District Attorney. It subjected its in-
terior processes to the scrutiny of the law.
In a very annoying if not trying predica-
ment, with what courage, sinoerity and
dignity has it acted throughout!

Regardiess of the merits of Commis-
sioner WiLLIams's order that immigrants
arriving at this port in the second cabine
of steamships must have $25 each to be
admitted, its imposition on che passengers
on the Ryndam if they were not warned
of it at the time of buying tickets is an
arbitrary and outrageous prooceeding. It
appears from the press accounts of their
detention that the passengers had no
knowledge of such a rule until they
reached this side. To deport any of them
for noncompliance with what amounts to
an ex post facto regulation would be an

fudecent exercise of arbitrary power.
e e

The Argument for the Taft Tax.
From the Philadeiphia Press,

Such a tax brings also Federal supervision
and regulation of all corporations. This is
demanded by the great mass of American
voters. They are weary of corporate
abuses. They are aiarmed by the growth
of corporate power. They see ths need of

systematic reports, records and acoounts

the floor to themselves, and that cer-|¢,, all corporations., The Taft plan for a
tainly makes for the harmony of the !z per cent. tax on the net income of all cor-

deliberations of the New York State
Association of Music Teachers.

A Pilgrim's Confession.
It is with mingled emotions that we

|

porations will in the end bring Federal
cipervision, reguiation snd publicity for

! cvorporations.

Taking Care of Colonel Slupsky.
To THE Fprror or THE SUN- Sir: Your old

read in the columns of the Boston Daily | tavorite, Colonel Siupsky, has been arrested.

Advertiser a despatch from the historie
town of Plymouth recording that our
humble but earnest appeal for the re-
storing of Plvmouth Rock has there
been received with “considerable amuse-
ment not unmixed with indignation.”
If we cannot understand the levity we
are equally at loss to comprehend an
indignation which apparently flows not
from any misstatement of fact, but
rather from a resentment at the pro-
mulgation of facts that may not be
questioned; facts which more eloquently
than our poor worda ery out for the
restoring of Plymouth Rock,

Of« the need of the restoration this
despatch itself is the best evidence.
The witness therein quoted, Mr. ARTHUR
LoRD, a gentleman familiar to all New
England and chiefly to Plymouth as an
rathentic Pilgrim, has this to say:

“The fact Is that the whole property [(ad)oin-
lng the rock| Is owned by the Pligrim Soclety and
Is being Improved all the time. The soclety owns
the wharf there, and the pearest coal shed Is on
the whar!f beyond. Of course the conl shed Is not
a beauuful thing, but what can you do?* It s
hard to find a place like this where you ranno
find one.” ¢

Of course the first thing that must
appeal to Mr. LORD'S auditors is the
admission that it is the Pllgrims them-
selves who maintain for trade and traffic
the ugly wharf that interrupts the
ancient tangency of sea and Plymouth
Rock. If we suspected this our regard
for libel laws restrained our mention.
In the matter of the coal shed too, who
can fail to note the characteristic mate-
rialism in the latter day Pilgrim’s tone.
“What can you do?” he asks, Appar-
ently his meaning is that the removal of
the shed would be a violation of eli the

3

B e R

| grounds,

1 think it's an outrage. ‘They bLranded his boy's
arm with punk.

1 think you should defend Colonel Slupsky edl
torlally. A public character such as Coionel
Sluspky ought not 1o be arrested on such trivial
R. P. SPENCER.

ST, Lovis, June 28,

We have no doubt of Colonel Blupsky's
ability to take care of himsell in & matter
fn which his conduct was that of a fond
parent and lover of children of school age.

Saratega's Pablie Spirie,
From the Springleld Kepublican.

The commissioners appolnted by Governer
Hughes 10 expend the over $%00,000 appropristed
by the Leglslature to make a State reservation
of the mineral springs In Saratoga bave organ.
{rved, and an Investigation of the many propertics
Involved will be made as the first atep soward
their purchase, [t is sald that two of the most
tamous springs are valued by thelr awners at a
fgure close to (he total amount of the State ap-
propriation, and in these two rases appraisers
wiil probably have 10 be called in. There onght
to he enough public spirit In Saratoga Springs
to prevent a defeat or check of the State’s pro-
gramme.

The Raflway Song Rirds.

To tax FDrron oF THR Sux—Sir: My mother
used ‘o sing & raliway song that differed from any
you have mentioned. | ran only remember dis-
connected lines. The chorus ended:

“ While working on the rallway, the rallway, the
rallway,
While working on the rallway,
Ye'll wish ye'd ne'er begun.”
Nuw Yomx, June 30. Prawx P. Davis,

A timely and striking article in the North Ameri-
can Review for July Is My. Henry Jones Ford's
analysis of the direct primary plan, of which he
says that “it s only by some dire confusion of
thought that good men can advoocate such & per-
niclous nostrum.” Colonel Willard Freach's ples
for a permanent tarlff and efMclent revenusé system
is In effect & strictire upon the present nnschen-
tific method of ralsing r An arvels of
nardly less present interest is Mr. Edwin Maxey's
account of ithe bullding up of the ‘apascss mer-
chant marine by subsidies, The law of serial
navigation is the subject of an lojeresting dis-
cussion by Mr. Lytueton Fos. Mr. W. D, Howells
reviews the fction of Eden Philipotia.

.
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ister of Servia has opened
for the floating of 100,000,000 francs worth

THE SHAME OF PLYMOUTH,

National Subseription Suggested te Rem-
edy Massschusetits Negleel.
From the Rochesier Posi-Rrovess.
Elsewhere we reprint from THR SUN a corre-
spondent's letier whevein he expresses his ex-
freme mortinication when he as & patriotic Amer-
lcan showed Pilymouth Rock to an Faoglishman
and & German. The letter ought 10 be resd by
everybody. and the blood of Americans will botl
who rejoice In the name and uave regard for
sncestry or for American institutions. When the
facts are known there will be a upiversal demand
that the rock upon which the Pligrims stepped
sball be preserved properly and be no longer a
repréach (0 New England and the navlon. Tam
Sun prints the phetugraph to which Iis corre-
spondent refers and Is moved Lo a Just indignation ;
Its beart Is sore against the Yankees, and it asks
where else In al! the world save io this same land
could trade so trespass upon tradition. “Where
¢lse would the cornerstons of a sational edifice
be permitted 1o degpay Or be forgotien, or survive,
if at all, as a mere trade mark!” Something must
be done, but TRE SUN has no suggestion 10 offer.
Wea bave: It Massachusetts and New England will
do the right thing a popular subseription
should be started. In which case the nation
would show that Plymeuth Rock, which Massa-
ohusetis and New Eagland neglect, is cherished
by aif the rest of us.

We heartily second the suggestion. To
avoid jealousies and to escape any ap-
pearance of seeking local advantage, how-
ever, TH¥ SUN ventures to suggest that
some offictal high in the Federal Govern-
ment be made oustodian of the fund, thus
insuring the preservation of the truly na-
tional peope and character of the move-
ment in behalf of Plymouth Rock.

Sixty Years on the Same Newspaper.
From the Rochester 'mion and Advertiser.

It was in many respects a notable career
that was brought to a close by the death
of Thomas Flannery, which occurred last
night.

Had Mr. Flannery, who was in his sev-
enty-sixth year, lived until September he
would have completed sixty years in the
servioe of this newspaper. That ie a long
time for a man in the newspaper business
to devote to one journal, and probably con-
stitutes a record in such work in this coun-
try. For more than ffty-three years Mr.
Flannery was superintendent of the newas-
room, and was, in point of continuous ser-
vioe, the oldest superintendenat of a news-
room in the United States. He was with the
Advertiser before it was consolidated with
the Union, and frorm the time the two jour-
nals were united in 1838 he has been in
charge of the newsroom, giving his execu-
tive ability to the direction of its forces and
to their development in consequence of the
many changes through which printing has
passed during the last half century. When
the Union and Advertiser Company was
incorporated in 1878 Mr. Flannery became
one af its stockholders, and for three years
and & half he has been its vice-president,
He may be truly said to have grown old In
its gervice, for he was not sixteen when, in
1849, he joined the forces of the Adverfiser,
and ever since to that journal and the con-
solidated Union end Advertiser he has, as
youth and veteran, devoted his skill and
energy.

Although Mr. Flannery was a thorough-
going American- he came here when he was
fifteen--he was also a thorough Celt. He
had the true Celtie wit, which was freely
brought into play whenever occasion in-
vited its manifestation. His disposition
wan genial. MHe made many friends and
held their friendship. His reading was ex-
tensive, and as he had a retentive memory
his mind was a storehouse of information
as to affairs of his times. Especially was
this the case as to matters relating to Roch-
ester, whose growth he watched for sixty
years.

Dangerens Fourth of Jaly Firewerks.

To THE FDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: It might
be well at this time to warn all olilzens what
fireworks eonitibute most largely to tetanus
onson In children, lockjaw, &e.

Those delog harm 1o children are cannon
erackers, and partioularly toy pistols which ex-
plode blank oartridges, Small (ordinary sired)
firecrackers, small torpodoes and small puper
caps Are among (he sefor noise producing explo-
sives for children, though Lhese are none 100 safe
unless preperty used.

Blank cartridges should mever be disoharged
In toy weapons, this being the cause of most of
the totanus cases.

As over five hundred deaths of chiidren by
lockjaw were reported In the United States as
the resuls of last Fourth of July, the above facts
should be generally known. In case & wound s
made (1 should be at once treated by & good aur-
geon. The chances are otherwise too great.

GRoRON N. Panken,

Satmm, Masa,, June 29,

The Contributer Turme.
To van EpITon oF THE Sun—Sir: It lsn't that
1 don's need the money--I do—but for the sake
of precedent, there belag o authors' union, |
bave declined sa editar with thanks, who wishes
for “an immediate contribution o his Christmas
pumber.” I hayea't seut bim & printed rejec-
tion sitp, which would be worded somewhat differ-
ently from what he generslly favors me with,
but I've taken & greater revenge. 1've writien
bim the following doggersl In my own hand-
writing:
Now isn's this & paradorx,
Which regily evury ethio shooks,
To as« & man, when July's here,
To write of merry Ohiistmas cheer?
Feavensand sarth! At Christmas time
I'va little doubt you Il want & rhyme
For Indepsndence Nay! Creat Seotd
1 will pot 40 {4—it s bo9 hot!
New Yorx, June 30, o Vosm,
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be said, .3 .:'ﬁ time
o Al L]
sald, concerning our national affairs, as few
other papers have done, and [ have been
greatly interested from day to day in your
editorial remarks.

1 believe it to be plain to thinking people
that a corporation, rightly coficeived and
conducted, is no more than the joining of
the hands and capital of several to do some-
thing which one of them might lack the
means or the courage, or both, to do alone:
thereby permitting greater things to be ac-
complished. The wonderful growth of this
oountry and its tremendous industries exist
only because its people have been free not
only to exert their best energies and to reap
the results therefrom, but to combine, one
with another, those best energies and like-
wise reap the benefits therefrom. Why
attack them from this guarter and from
that? Why cultivate in the minds of the

e the idea that they are legitimate
objecta of plunder, or that they are naturally
wioked and should be investigated, watched,
controlled? They certainly are as honest
a8 the men who compose them. Why put
# penalty, in the form of a tax, upon them for
having so joined, which they would not
have suffered had the business been con-
ducted individually?

Then n, why tax incomes at all, ua a
matter of justice, even if it were constitus
tional? I remember hearing when quite
young a lawyer, afterward a Supreme Court
Justice, advocating the merits of the in-
come tax law which was later pronounced
unconstitutional, and of my blurting out:
“Why put a penalty on successful business
'energy, foresight, capacity? Why in effect
put & premium on incompetence, thriftiess
incapacity or shiftlessness? Tax the prop-
erty of mankind and you have done justice
to all.” His reply that it was hard to get
at was easily met with :i 2 reminder that he
who could hide his preperty from taxation
would have iittle dificulty in concealing
his income. My views have not changed.

If the Constitution forbade the general
Government directly to tax property ex-
cept by apportionment among the States
in proportion to population, it surely will
prevent the taxing of the income from that
property. whether of individuals or of cor-
poratians.

The Congress should make an end of its

roceed to provide, along lines intended

y that .nstrument, the necessary revenue
to meet the emergency in which the country
findas Itself; and not only that, but see to it
that our Government shall make a better
racord for the succeeding Tour years than
this latest, which the people are only just
beginning to see aright.

The people of this country, who own the
stock of its corporations, have been hoping
that the nightmare of the last few years
is over, and that there are better times
shead. This sort of a proposition is not
caleulated to stimulate such hopes.

ReapiNg, Pa., June 20. MoQuEees.

Exclise Taxes and the Taft Entering

Wedge Tax.

To tAE Epitor or THE SUux—Sir: As
the debate on the Taft excise tax is about
to begin it might be well to publish Dr.
Johnson's definition of excise: “A hate-
ful tax levied upon commodities and ad-
judged not by the common judges of
property, but wretcnes hired by those to
whom excise is paid.” Dr. Johnson never
changed this definition.

Shortly after the publication of his die-
tionary the Commissioners of Excise called
on Murray, then Attorney-General, for an
opinion whether Johneon was guilty of
libel, Murray’'s opinion has never been
published. It is said that he regarded
the definition as libellous, but he wisely
advised against prosecution. (Boswell's
“Life of Johnson,” Vol. L., p. 104. Edition
published by Dent & Co., london, and
McoClure, Phillips & Co., New York, 1901,)

The equitable character of an excise may
be learned from a definition in “Blackwel
on Tax Titles,” quoted in the “Century Dic-
tionary,” as follows: “An excise ‘is based
on no rule of apportionment or equality
whatever,” but is a fixed, absolute and
direct charge laid on merchandise, products
or commodities, without regard to the
amount of property belonging to those
on whom it may fall, or to any supposed
relation between money expended for a
public object and a special benefit ocea-
sioned to those by whom the charge is

Hamilton, in the Federalist, No. 12,
said: “The genius of the people will iliy
brook the inquisitive and peremptory spirit
of excise laws.” This remark is also quoted
in the "Century Dictionary.”

In a word, by calling a tax an excise every
trace of justice and fair dealing may be dis-
regarded in its imposition and enforcement.
The Taft tax is particulariy vicious in that
it is proposed ta impose it on many corpora-
tions not organized under acts of Congress
nor engaged in interstate commerce, but
whioch owe their existence and right to carry
on business exclusively to the States. The
original legal and only logical theory of an
excise was a payment for a right to do somes
thing that the Government might prohibit,
as to sell whiskey or gunpowder, to carry
a wempon or keep a dog. Corporations
organized under the laws of any of our
States, however are under no obligation
whatever to the Federal Government for
their existence or anything else; conse-
quently, an "excise” imposed on corpora-
tions 8o organized is a mere grab. B.

NEWARK, N, J., June 30.

The RIXth Tax -and Confscation?

To THE EDITOR o THR BUNX -—-8ir: In the
last eight years the State and local taxes
have increased 40 per cent. [ am president
of & corporation having a capital of $100,000
and doing a retail trade of $140,000 & year.
We pay a county, a sehool and a borough
tax, amounting together to about 2 per cent,
The State taxes us 8700 for the right to
do business, called a mercantile tax, The
Btate also has a tax on income of five mills,
Now comes the United States Government
with a proposed tax of 2 per cent. on net
income. These taxes would amovnt to
close on to 7 per cent. on our husiness and
would be confiscation.

We could not return one ecent to our
stockholders, although they gave us $100,000
in spot cash for the stock, This is abso-
Jutely unfair and ought to be unconstitu-
tional.

Our State lives from ita corporation taxes,
real ostate and personal property going
free and untaxed, the corporation being
tazed by each and every power having
tax lovying rights, FMive taxes are now
being paid, and with the proposed United
States tax it will be six taxes

It is too niuch and Is unfair and unjust,

If the United States Government and the
State both have the power to tax incomes
they have the power to confiscale property
at will, C.F, Browy,

BeTHLRREM, Pa., June 30,

Last Woeden Spoon at Cambridge.
From the lLonden Dally News.

There were stiriking scenes at Cambridge Lo-
day. when the last Wooden Spoon awarded In
connection with the mathematieal tripos was
banded to the winner, ©'. 1. Heolthouse of St
John's. Ingenuity had been taxed to s utmost
o make this last celebration of the old tradition
@ Duting spectacie. As its reciplent was a rowing
man, his friends had bit on the happy idea of
making the handie of the spoon out of one of the
o4ar bilades with which he had distinguished him-
soif on the river, and the ldea proved thoroughly
successful.

One den of his college has aiready entreated
Mr. Holthpuse 1o present the immortal speon w0
bis coliege brary, but the recipient, | hear, can-
ot briag bimself Lo surrender it. It was, Indeed,
not wishout & struggle shat he got the trophy,
for .while cutiing sue rope by which the spoon
was he was nearly lifted off the feor.
After the ceremoby Mr. Holthouse was chaired
up ihe Seoste Houss.

'
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To Tas Epwror or Tur Sux—Sir:
there is any mortal more contented with his

ve been born in & bed of roses with & pair
of rose colored giasses; but the stevedore
was not bern in & bed of roses, nor would
he care to be. He prefers the sweety-sour
smells of the dooks, the rumble of the bar-
rel trucks and the whisties of the big white
packets. Unlike many of his sable brothers
who loaf around the waterfront he likes to
Jabor, and the harder he labors the happier
are his songs and the louder his jests.
From far down in the hold of some big
vesscl coines a medley of old Dixie ballads:
O' Missus mah'y Will de Weabeh,
Willum was & gay decelbeh: y '
When he put his ahms aroun’ her )
He looked as fierce es a fohty poundeh. J¥
Look away! Look away! §
Look away down souf in Dixle! .

When Ah was young Ah used 10 wait

When the noon hour strikes you may 8éq
the perspiring, dust begrimed stevedores
emerging from the dooks and holds and
making for the tiny little eating stands that

t t waterfront.
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AT REAM'S STATION.

Major larkin Resents s Charge Made
by General Milles.

To tae Epiror or Tee BuN—S8ir: I
have had my attention ecalled to an article
in THE S0N of Jume 3 in which General
Nelson A. Miles is quoted at a reunion
of the Sixty-first New York, held at Nore
wich, N. ¥., on the previous day, as ac-

"cusing ine with having brought charges

against the valor of that regiment. This
s false; as false as the claim he makes that
he at the head of the Mny-m'-uhu.; \':;r:

tured of the guns of the Twelft
'.‘.-'.ecv.vpv‘::rrk b.cnt{er{. n‘t o"nulo of Ream's
Station, Aagust 25, 1864,

I never questioned the alor gf that regi-
ment, ‘Fhoy were splendid fighters, never
shirking .any duty. [ served in the same
brigade with them for three years and have
the highest admiration for them. eir
mmander, Colonel Barlow
ajor-General) was one of the brave
a thorough disviplinarian.

fles i is charge to
X" nbol'woe ue 'muu-

agrees
it fl%l to say in what

first

ward

est of men, ﬂ
General

evade the real issue us,

cle says that the Sixty-first Regiment
with General Miles.
they agree. do not believe they agree

a fierce
ttle, and
eft the guns

that General Miles led them |
charge, turning the tide of ¢
recaptured the {un and the
for others to take from the
General Miles himself
ﬁ"m ere taken from the
ew m ire Ruln.t’enb
vho"com‘l.un‘o:l.tho‘ lﬂt.t:-“:r tten by me
confirms it. v e
to my vl!r three l.y. after the battle in
which the following account appears: =
snoceeded in ral about tweniy men arou
oy U
ven , Te
enemy and taking ig lun' Nﬂ:‘ -
I encl a copy ale
the auh “p Tﬁbuunuﬂ E“uwv 7,
1000, that General Mil ﬂ:.' member
of the Bixty-first New Yor n?'c see
fit (o answer. | have challenged Gener
Miles to meet me bsfore any v men
appointed by the Loyal Legion or the
Grand Army the Republic of Massa-
chusetts, and I will prove his statements
false. 1 can fully substantiate the truth
of the claim I make in regard to l.hoarmp-
&nrlnc of the guns at the battie of Ream's
tation. 1 am very desirious to co uni-
oate with any of the mem of the J.ty-
first Ne ork who were present at their
reunion held at Norwich, N. Y., on June 2,
or JAMES E. LARKIN,
Commanding Fifth New Ham re Vol
unteers at ihe Battle of Ream's Station,
Evererr, Mass., June 20,

m ts that th
by "‘t““
‘olonel Lynch,

that day,

The Overworked Adjective “Oviemtal.”

To ™z EDITOR OF THE SuN—S8ir: Whenever
1 read about the Sigel murder my eyes are dis-
zled by sueh phrases as “Oriental” wit, “"Oriental®
mind, "Oriental” trick, “Oriental” cunning, “Orf-
ental” eraft, “Oriental” gulle, and a dosen other
“Orfental” mental terms which pervade the col-
umns. Are there not other cases in which the
perpetrators have employed wit, mind, triok,
cunning, craft, gulle and the like' Are there
not other cases which have been 'Just as mysteri-
ous and puxziing, and which bave. taken the
experts weeks and weeks to determine their na-
ture?! How, then, to acoount for the nationall-
tles of mental woik served in each case?

As Iar as | know, the Orientals are net pos-
sessed of the pecullar aptitude of chloroforming
a person, putting the corpse In a trunk and send-
ing out a telegram 10 perplex others. It s some-
thing new to them. Wil not those newspapers
which want to be particular In thelr reperis
make an effort 1o find out jn what nation these

| and many other practioes the Oriental murderer
| has been following have originated and give them

full credit? Probably this Oriental preference
has misled the police in their analysis of ihe
whole case,

Thelr theoses are made entirely In the lighs
of Oriental psychology. Since the cupirit has
spent the greater part of his life in a foreign
land, his mental makeup must have been imbued
with some foreign el s, and to t for
his actions we should take Into consideration
these forelgn elements. P. HENRY Lom,

CoLuMBIA UNIVERRITY, June 29,

Chinese Tree for California. -~
From the San Francisco Call,

As a result of the labors of trained explorers
of the bureau of plant industry in China the for.
est service has bheen furnished with a supply of
seeds of the Plstacla chinesis, an Oriental tree
resembling somewhat the California pepper iree,
These seeds were gathered from irees growing
In the provinee of Shantung, China. where some
of them have reached large proportions,

A tree standing at the grave of Confuclius has
a diameter of over four feet,

‘They are well adapted to dry regions and are
very long lived. 1t Is hofed the trees grown from
this seed will serve as a stock for the pistachio nus
of commerce,

The seeds will be planted at the Lytle Creek
nursery statlon in southern Californis, and if the
planiations are successiul they wili be grown es-
tensively for reforestation purposes,

—

Telephone Manners.

From the Court Jowurnal.

The question of lelephone manners and tele.
phone eliguette which has been ralsed by » dis-
cussion In & conte rary is surprising, because
it seems to show that even business people admit
there Is such a thing as telophone manners, though
they appear to think the code Is exhausied when
the man at the other end of the wire has walted
thelr convenlence. [Unfortunately ihie telephone
manners that exist are only a relic of the past,
sod the habitual telephoner gradually discards
small courtesies. The eonversation that begine
with tha ring of & bell by one party and & sharp
“Hullo” by the other is necessarily stripped of
dignity, while the fTact that If the speakers are
strangers they will never recognise one anciber
tands to & loss of geM respect. Only the Innately
cou s observe telephone manners. the rest
of the warld lapses Into sometblng like primitive
savageness when (L upes ihe letest resoures of
ofjvillzation,
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Jot than the stevedare of the South he must,
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